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Expressing thanks has no expiration date! Giving is an attitude not just an action. 

Whatôs your success story? Itôs time to put the pedal to the metal.  Itôs your life.  Do 

you control it? 

Again, we welcome Pastor Debleaire Snell and his family to the OUC family..   

To our Pastoral team, we say. ñthank youò, Dr. Toussaint Williams, Pastor Paul 

Goodridge, Pastor Marc Raphael, and Elder Lloyd Wilson, for your continued service 

of excellence. 

To the many faithful church officers, members, and church workers, we are blessed to 

have your continued faithful service here at the OUC, ñthank you.ò 

We welcome the many new church members who have joined us by baptism, and 

transfer of membership from sister churches. 

To the team of medical workers, doctors, nurses, aides, and hospital staff, we are 

most appreciative for your continued dedication and service to those in need of care. 

We are thankful to the many friends who contributed to this issue of the Newsletter, 

Mrs. Vivian Brown for her dedication in designing the newsletter, and to all the con-

tributors to this issue.. How many of them have you met before? 

RememberðExpressing thanks has no expiration date!  

Count Your Blessings Daily.  ñCherish the people who check on youò.   

Remember, God is still in charge.  He  is  in  control of  the universe 

so PRAY, Trust and Obey. 

  

In His Service, 

Dr. Jessie Mary Godley Bradley,  

  Senior Adult Ministries, Leader 

 м 

Happy Spring! 

Are you smiling? God is so good.  He opened our 

eyes to see another day.  Rejoice, and be glad in it. 

Did you hear/read about the joy and excitement creat-

ed by Dr. Prudence Pollard and Dr. Calvin Rock?  

Well, you need to read it and see it.   

April 2, 2022 is 

Love Our Children 

Day. Do you show 

love to your child 

everyday, in every 

way?  If you donôt 

have a child, show 

love and care to any child you see or know. 

April showers bring May flowers and many reasons to 

celebrate.  In addition to Memorial Day, Motherôs 

Day, and Cinco de Mayo. Take a deep dive into 

Mexican American history, and learn what Cinco de 

Mayo means; tacos, fun and fiestas. There are baby 

births, birthdays,  anniversaries, graduations and wed-

dings to celebrate. 

Our prayers go out to the many families who have lost 

loved ones during this quarter.  God will keep you in 

perfect peace.  Continue to trust Him. 

Church family, do you take the time, to call, or send 

a card to a lonely or sick person? 

 

 

To each administrator, faculty & staff  members K

-16, we express our gratitude for your energetic 

faithfulness during these two years of uncertainty. 

Many prayers have been answered, and many  

students will have their dreams filled with a bright and 

exciting future, because of you, and our financial sup-

port. 

Does your heart tell you to reach out, and help a grad-

uating senior in these final days?  Donôt delay! You 

can make a difference now! 

Take a look at the calendar of dates on page 7,  and 

mark your calendar for the activities that involve your 

attention and or participation. 

 

 
hŀƪǿƻƻŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  
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aŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ  

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅκ CǊŜŜ .ƛōƭŜ [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ  
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Dr. Jessie G. Bradley 

Editor  

Dr. Rhonda Tsoi-A-Fatt Bryant is Presi-

dent/CEO of The Moriah Group, an in-

ternational consulting firm, based in 

Huntsville, Alabama. Dr. Bryant serves 

as the Director of Forward Promise. She 

possesses more than 25 years of program 

development and public policy advocacy 

experience focused on issues faced by 

children of color from birth to young 

adulthood. Her expertise has been inte-

gral to advancing the national work on 

BMOC through Forward Promise and 

other initiatives. Dr. Bryant holds a Bachelorôs degree in 

Human Services, a Masters degree in Urban Affairs & 

Public Policy, and a Doctorate in Education LeadershipΦ 

President 

HASDA   

OAA School  

Board Chair  

 

¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ  

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ  

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ 

 ǘƘŜƛǊ ǝƳŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ 
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άCƻǊ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǇǊƻŬǘǎ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƎƻŘƭƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻŬǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ŎƻƳŜΦέ 

ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŬǘƴŜǎǎ ς ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇŜǊπ
ŦƻǊƳ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Řŀƛƭȅ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƴǳǘǊƛǝƻƴΣ ƳƻŘπ
ŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŶŎƛŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǘΦ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŜȄǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ǝŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǇƘȅǎƛπ
ŎŀƭΣ ƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ ŜǾŜƴ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŬǘƴŜǎǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ƴƻǘ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΦ {ƻ ŀƊŜǊ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŬǘƴŜǎǎ όƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ ƭƛŦŜύΣ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōǊƻǿǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ǊŜǇŜǊǘƻƛǊŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎΦ 

  Ƴƻǳǎ 

ǿǊƛǘŜǊΦ L ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ ƛǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ŀƴŘ L ŘŜŜƳ ƛǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƭƭΦ 

¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛƴŜ ƻƴ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ς ǘƘŀƴƪƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ IŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ 

 

{9/hb5 5!Υ̧    

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ 

¢ILw5 5!Υ̧    ¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƛǉǳƛŘ ŘƛŜǘ ƻŦ ŎƘŜŜǊΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ Ƨƻȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ L ƳŜŜǘΦ L 

 ǎƘŀƭƭ      ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƅŀǾƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎΦ 

   Ch¦w¢I 5!Υ̧    ¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƛōōƭŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǳƴǝƭ L ŬƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ 

    ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǊǘ ǳƴǝƭ L ŬƴŘ ƛǘΗ 

¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ς ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜƎǎ ŀǊŜ ōƛǧŜǊΦ L ǿƛƭƭ 

    

    {L·¢I 5!Υ̧     ¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΗ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ L 

  Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦ 

    {9±9b¢I 5!Υ̧         ¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƭŜŀƴ Ƴȅ ǇŀƴǘǊȅΣ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǎŜƭŦ-Ǉƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŬǎƘƴŜǎǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ǝƭǳǧƻƴƻǳǎ 

   ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƎƻΗ +ÖÙËȮɯÓÌÛɯÔÌɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÛÌÔ×ÛÌËȭ 

    9LDI¢ 5!Υ̧      ¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜƊƻǾŜǊǎΣ ƭŜǩƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ōŜ ǎǳŶŎƛŜƴǘ ǳƴǘƻ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ  

  

  bLb¢I 5!Υ̧      ¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƭƻǿ-ōǳŘƎŜǘ άƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ŦƻƻŘΣέ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ 

 ǘƻǳŎƘΣ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǎƳƛƭŜΣ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴƻǳǊƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ 

    ¢9b¢I 5!Υ̧      

 

tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŬǘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ .ǳǘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŬǘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ά.ƛōƭŜέ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ άǊŜŀŘέΦ {ƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΗ 
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For such a time as this God has allowed 

Shavonne Jones to be Chief Accounting 

Officer for Oakwood Adventist Academy 

and to be used for the Glory of God! 
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ABOUT MYSELF 

TITLE 

Chief Accounting Officer 

COMPANY 

Oakwood Adventist Academy 

 

While as Oakwood Adventist Academyôs 

Chief Accounting Officer has an exceptional 

career for herself in the Adventist Treasury 

work, her path started with a summer auditing 

internship program at South Central Confer-

ence, 

 

Shavonne born 1989 is an accomplished ac-

countant, entrepreneur, and CEO of The Christ 

Minded Accountant Jones' Z LLC, a financial 

consulting business. 

 

In the Fall of 2021 Jones returned to her 

hometown Huntsville, AL to take on the role of 

Chief Accounting Officer at her Alma Mater, 

Oakwood Adventist Academy. 

 

Since entering this position Jones has exempli-

fied efficiency in a fast-moving environment 

using her knowledge and guidance to help 

guide Oakwood Adventist Academy during a 

time of forward thinking. 

 

Jones previously was the Associate Treasurer 

at Southeastern Conference where she man-

aged along with the CFO a $2 million corpora-

tion. 

 

Jones is adventurous, sassy, lighthearted, and 

excellent at what she does. 

 

For such a time as this, God has allowed Shav-

onne Jones to be where she can be used to the 

glory of God. 

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ϧ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ±ƛǾƛŀƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ 
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   Our New Kingôs Daughters President 

                      !ƭōŜǊǘŀ ό/ƻƻƪƛŜύ [ƻƴƎ 

I am the eldest of eight children.  I was born and raised in New Haven, 

Conn., and grew up not far from Yale University.  As a little girl I re-

member my mom being visited by a group of ladies who told her that 

Saturday was the Sabbath day, and they would give her Bible Studies to 

prove it.  I learned later that they were the Blend Wright Sisters who 

sang and witnessed for Christ as they traveled.  Because of their wit-

nessing, we became Sabbath keepers, and my family became members 

of the Mount Zion Seventh-Day Adventist Church in  

New Haven, Connecticut. 

With the encouragement of Dr. Jessie Bradley, who was also a member 

of the Mount Zion SDA Church, I attended Oakwood College from 

1969-1973 where I met my husband of forty-seven years, Maurice D. 

Long (Tank) of Miami, Florida.  Although I attended Oakwood College from 1969 to 1973, I received 

my BA degree from Barry University in Miami, Florida, and my MBA with emphasis in Health Care 

Administration from Ashford University.   

I worked at the Miami Jackson Memorial Hospital as a Physician Credentialing Coordinator/Specialist.  

I enjoyed this position because of the research I had to perform to ensure there were no discrepancies or 

grey areas in a physicianôs history for either employment and/or medical staff privileges. 

I have three adult children who grew up in Miami, Zsa-Nai Long, Texas, Maurice D. Long, II, Arizona 

and Kri`Shon Long-Polk, Harvest, AL.  I am blessed with six grandchildren; five very handsome 

grandsons and one beautiful granddaughter, all of whom I adore, love, and protect.    My husband, an 

educator, and I retired and moved to Huntsville five years ago to be closer to our three younger grand-

children and to get away from the hustle and bustle of Miami. 

In Miami, I attended the Miami Bethany church.  Just before moving to Huntsville, I served as Tech-

nology Director, a position I inherited from Sis Vivian Brown.  I served in this capacity for more than 

six years and during the six years as TD, I was able to implement and install a professional sound sys-

tem under the leadership of Pastor William C. Byrd.  Pryor to the Technology Director I also served as 

Womenôs Ministries Leader, AYS leader, Youth Sabbath School Leader, Adult Sabbath School Leader, 

Childrenôs Choir director, Personal Ministry Leader, and a member of the Miami Bethany Kingôs 

Daughters. 

I love catering to my grandchildren, reading EG Whiteôs books, studying the book of Revelation, walk-

ing, cutting, and edging the lawn. I also enjoy sending cards to our Sick & Shut-In members. 

As the newly nominated position of President of the Kingôs Daughters, I look forward to working with 

our members as we strive to help one another grow physically, mentally, and spiritually.  Let us contin-

ue to strengthen ƻǳǊ love and fellowship among each other.  Let us also continue to identify those un-

met needs of fellow believers and persons in the community.  I solicit the prayers of each member on 

my behalf so that what I say and do will be to the edification and glorification of God. 

 о 

 

 

 

YOU  WANT   TO  LIVE  A   LIFE   THAT  
PLEASES  GOD  AND  GIVES HIM  GLORY?   

by Katherine Davis, Chaplain 
 

A study of  the powerful Word of God will do just that -- ótwill build your faith, will deepen your  rela-
tionship  with  God  and  dramatically  impact  every  area  of  your life.  As we study Godôs Word, He 
is speaking to us and we will experience an encounter with Jesus which  will   
 1) light  our way, giving  wisdom  so we  can clearly see  which way to go,  
 2) help us  grow  in  faith and Christ-likeness,  
 3) transform  our characters (the only thing weôll take to heaven) 
 4) make  us complete  and equipped for every good work,  
 5) bring reconciliation,  
 6) keep us from  falling for Satanôs persuasive lies, and  
 7) reveal  to us  earthôs final events.   
 
Oh  how powerful the Word of God is!   You can be victorious in your walk with God.  Dear ones, 
you are  encouraged and challenged to give God  the opportunity to do something amazing in your life.   

DONôT WAIT!  DO IT TODAY!  EMBRACE  THE WORD  OF  GOD!    

Study the Word of God with Dr. Toussaint Williams on Monday nights at 6 p.m.  

Register at twilliams@oucsda.org  

Order and  study  one  of  the  following  FREE  Bible Study Lessons:  

 Breath of Life - www.breathoflifestudy.com 

 It Is Written -  www.itiswritten.study 

 Amazing Facts - www.amazingfacts.org  

aŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ  
ŦƻǊ hŀƪǿƻƻŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗΗ 

Shavavian Allister (pronounced sha-vay-vee-an) 
graduated from Oakwood in 2010 with a Bachelor's 
degree in Psychology, and then went on to obtain a 
Master's degree in Forensic Psychology. After gradu-
ating, she decided that Psychology was not the field 
for her.  She has done several different jobs over the 
years, but always comes back to administrative work 
as that is her natural gift. God has blessed her tre-
mendously with a husband (Ray) of almost 9 years, 
and a daughter (Maycee) who just turned 2.  
Shavavian loves to crochet sweaters and baby blan-

kets, get lost in a good book, hike to waterfalls, and binge watch competition showsΦ  

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ϧ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ±ƛǾƛŀƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ 
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/I!t[!Lb wh.9w¢ ²Φ t9¢9w{ LLL                                                                        

/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ wƻōŜǊǘ ²Φ tŜǘŜǊǎ LLL ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǝǾŜ ƻŦ .ƻǎǘƻƴΣ a!Φ IŜ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎƻƴǎ ōƻǊƴ ǘƻ wƻōŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 
¸ǾƻƴƴŜ tŜǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǳƳ ƻŦ hŀƪǿƻƻŘ !ŘǾŜƴǝǎǘ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΦ 
IŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜǾŜƴǘƘ-Řŀȅ !ŘǾŜƴǝǎǘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǝǎǘ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴŎȅ aƛƴƛǎπ
ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ bŀǾȅΦ 

 

/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ tŜǘŜǊǎ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ /ƻƳπ
ƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ !Ǌǘ LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ hŀƪǿƻƻŘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ όƴƻǿ ¦ƴƛπ
ǾŜǊǎƛǘȅύ ƛƴ IǳƴǘǎǾƛƭƭŜ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴ 
DǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ ƛƴ IǳƴǘǎǾƛƭƭŜΦ IŜ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ 5ƛǾƛƴƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
{ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ ƛƴ .ŜǊǊƛŜƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΦ IŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ aŀǎπ
ǘŜǊ ƻŦ !Ǌǘǎ ƛƴ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
bŀǾŀƭ ²ŀǊ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ bŜǿǇƻǊǘΣ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ IŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ 
5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ wŜƎŜƴǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ƛƴ 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΦ  

Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ мффн /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ tŜǘŜǊǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŜ 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ bŀǾŀƭ !ǾƛŀǘƻǊΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊƛƴŜ aŜŘƛǳƳ IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ мснΦ IŜ 
ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ннƴŘ aŀǊƛƴŜ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴŀǊȅ ¦ƴƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ !ǳǘǳƳƴ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ 
.ŀƭƪŀƴ /ŀƭƳΣ {ƛƭǾŜǊ YƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 5ŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ CƻǊƎŜΦ  

Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ƻŦ нллл /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ tŜǘŜǊǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΦ {ƛƴŎŜΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ /ƻƳπ
ƳŀƴŘ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ /ŀǊǊƛŜǊ !ƛǊ ²ƛƴƎ 9ƛƎƘǘ ό/±²-уύΣ ¢ƘƛǊŘ wŜŎǊǳƛǘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ .ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴΣ aŀπ
ǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎ wŜŎǊǳƛǘ 5ŜǇƻǘ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ /!Σ мǎǘ .ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴ мǎǘ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ мǎǘ aŀǊƛƴŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ 
.ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΣ /ŀƳǇ tŜƴŘƭŜǘƻƴΣ /!Φ IŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǾŀƭ ²ŀǊ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ƛƴ bŜǿǇƻǊǘ wLΦ IŜ 

ǿŀǎ ŀƴ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǾŀƭ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴŎȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊπ
ƻƭƛƴŀΦ  IŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ LLL aŀǊƛƴŜ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴŀǊȅ CƻǊŎŜ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ 
/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΣ о5 aŀǊƛƴŜ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴŀǊȅ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ LLL aŀǊƛƴŜ 
9ȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴŀǊȅ CƻǊŎŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΣ ƛƴ hƪƛƴŀǿŀ Wŀπ
ǇŀƴΦ IŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ hŶŎŜǊ wŜŎǊǳƛǝƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ !ŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ bŀǾȅ wŜŎǊǳƛǝƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
aƛƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ¢bΦ 

/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ tŜǘŜǊǎ ƛǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 5ƻƭƭƛǎ !ǊƭŜƴŜ IŜƴǊȅ ƻŦ 
[ƻƴƎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ b¸Φ ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ aƛƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ¢b ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΥ  
YŀǊŀΣ ŀƴŘ wƻōŜǊǘ L±Φ 
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I was always surround-

ed by music. My father, 

Nelson Brown, a com-

poser and arranger, 

and my grandmother. 

Vivian Brown, a piano 

teacher. However, in 

my younger years, I did 

everything I could to 

avoid musical activities, 

except for taking piano 

lessons from my grand-

mother. God had other plans through this  

journey. 

Two musical giants, Dr. Phillip Williams from 

Oakwood Adventist Academy, and Dr. Jason 

Ferdinand, Music Chair at Oakwood Universi-

ty, had a profound effect on my decision to pur-

sue a musical career. They discovered that I 

had perfect pitch and vocal harmony. After I 

matriculated through my undergraduate stud-

ies at Oakwood University where I gained con-

siderable knowledge and practice with the best 

instructors in the music department, I excelled 

in my classes and received a B.S. degree in  

Music Education, specializing in Vocal/Choral. 

As a member of the renowned Aeolians, my 

commitment was reinforced to pursue a career 

in Choral conducting. I learned the importance 

of grit, expression, passion, and attention to  

details that are needed to create exceptional  

music.  

 

 

 

 

During my time with the Aeolians, I had the 

honor of becoming the student conductor and 

student assistant for Dr. Ferdinand, learning 

experiences in the ins-and-outs of managing a 

choir. 

I took off a year after graduating from 

Oakwood University to prepare for graduate 

school. I became more involved in my commu-

nity and was hired as the Minister of Music at a 

Methodist church, which gave me additional 

experience in managing a church choir, prepar-

ing music for church services and other special 

events. Iôm also a member of the Huntsville 

Master Chorale, a premiere choir in Huntsville. 

Iôm a member of the Jason Max Ferdinand 

Singers, a newly formed choir that travels 

throughout the U.S. 

I continue to follow Godôs leading as He orders 

my steps. Iôm happy to announce that Iôve been 

accepted in the graduate program in the fall at 

the University of Maryland, seeking a Masters 

degree in Choral Conducting and eventually 

seeking a Doctoral degree. The world needs a 

level of music that reaches higher and still high-

er; music that considers the moral, mental, and 

spiritual dysfunctions that increasingly enclose 

us. 

Iôm excited to begin this journey as God leads. 

My humblest thanks to all those who inspire, 

pray, and support me.  

 

 

aȅ �ZDƻŘ�[��WƻǳǊƴŜȅ 
ōȅ YƻōŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ 

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ϧ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ±ƛǾƛŀƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ 


